
15TH DISTRICT 2018 SESSION REVIEW

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

This year’s legislative session got off to an encouraging start when the Legislature finally agreed on a bipartisan fix to address 
the so-called “Hirst decision” and concerns about rural access to drinking water. While not a perfect solution, we protected 
property rights and provided permanent, legal and reliable water access to impacted property owners.

However, despite record tax collections by the state, some in Olympia were determined to raise taxes or create new ones. 
Democrats took control of the state Senate this year and attempted to enact a form of income tax, a soda tax and a carbon 
tax on energy and fuel. We fought against increased taxes and as a result, the 2018 supplemental operating budget was 
adopted without new taxes being imposed on the people.

We were disappointed that not much was done to provide property tax relief for homeowners. Legislation did pass to give a 
property tax reduction of $.30 for every $1,000 of assessed value, equating to about $90 a year on a $300,000 home in 2019. 
We could have – and should have – done more, but Republican bills in both the House and Senate were not allowed to pass.

This report offers more detail about some of the major decisions made at the Capitol this year. If you have questions or 
concerns to share with us, please call, send an email or write a letter, using the contact information and our legislative 
website addresses on this page.

We are always glad to hear from you, and with the 2018 session having concluded, we also hope to see you in the months 
ahead during our visits to the many communities that make up the 15th District.

Sincerely,

Jim Honeyford 
State Senator

Bruce Chandler  
State Representative

David Taylor 
State Representative

Serving Eastern Yakima County including Selah, Moxee, Wapato, Toppenish, Zillah, Granger, Sunnyside, Grandview and part of Yakima

SENATOR
JIM HONEYFORD

REPRESENTATIVE
BRUCE CHANDLER

REPRESENTATIVE
DAVID TAYLOR

112 Irv Newhouse Building � PO Box 40415 
Olympia, WA 98504-0415
Phone: (360) 786-7684
Email: jim.honeyford@leg.wa.gov
Sen. Honeyford’s legislative homepage:  
jimhoneyford.src.wastateleg.org
Committees: Ways and Means (Assistant 
Ranking Member), Agriculture, Water, Natural 
Resources and Parks

427B Legislative Building � PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
Phone: (360) 786-7960
Email: bruce.chandler@leg.wa.gov
Rep. Chandler’s legislative homepage:  
representativebrucechandler.com
Committees: Appropriations (Ranking 
Member), Agriculture and Natural Resources

421 John L. O’Brien Building � PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
Phone: (360) 786-7874
Email: david.taylor@leg.wa.gov
Rep. Taylor’s legislative homepage:  
representativedavidtaylor.com
Committees: Environment (Ranking 
Member), Appropriations, Local Government



15TH DISTRICT 2018 SESSION REVIEW

The state is funded with a two-year budget that was agreed to 
after multiple special sessions in June of last year. This year is a 
supplemental budget year where small, minor changes are made 
to the biennial operating budget. As the ranking member on the 
House Appropriations Committee and chief budget writer for 
House Republicans, Rep. Chandler asked his caucus to stick to a 
few rules when considering new budget requests this year:
• Is it an unanticipated, unmanageable change in an entitlement 

program workload or caseload?
• Does it correct a serious technical error from the original 

appropriation?
• Does it deal with an emergency?
• Does it address an opportunity that will not be available in 

subsequent years?
However, the final 2018 supplemental budget contained little 
restraint as budget writers across the aisle attempted to spend 
just about every new dollar coming in.
Since the 2017-19 operating budget was signed into law last year, 
expected state revenues have increased by $1.2 billion. Instead 
of making small adjustments to the budget, the majority party 
dramatically increased spending and raided the state’s rainy day 
fund. Approximately $700 million was diverted from the Budget 

Stabilization Account in a move that, while it may not specifically 
violate state law, it certainly violates the spirit of the law.
What’s further distressing is that the nearly $44 billion state 
budget represents a 16 percent increase in state spending 
over the previous two years!  In speaking with many of you 
throughout the community, we know that 
very few 15th District citizens 
have seen that kind of increase 
in their family budgets.
This rate of spending is 
unsustainable and leaves 
us vulnerable to future 
economic downturns. This 
type of budgeting will once 
again lead to the up and 
down budgetary roller 
coasters of years past 
and is a key reason 
why we all voted 
NO on this year’s 
budget.

New budget raids state’s rainy day fund 

K-12 education 
and property taxes 
A school financing plan adopted by the Legislature last 
year is forcing a temporary increase in property taxes. 
Coupled with rising home values, many homeowners 
around the state are experiencing sticker shock from their 
property tax increases.
Because our state economy is expected to generate $2.3 
billion in additional tax collections over the next four years, 
we felt now was the time to offer substantive, meaningful 
and immediate property tax relief. Republicans offered four 
bills and numerous ideas and amendments that would use 
the state’s increased tax revenues to eliminate this one-time 
property-tax spike.
Instead, the majority party settled for a meager $.30 per 
$1,000 of assessed value, amounting to about $90 a year 
on a $300,000 home in 2019. Despite our efforts to make 
property tax relief one of the biggest issues of the year, the 
Legislature missed this opportunity to give more back to 
hardworking taxpayers.

No carbon tax and 
no state income tax 
One of the issues we’ve heard about from you the most over 
the past few months is Governor Jay Inslee’s efforts to instill a 
“carbon tax” on our state. This regressive tax would increase the 
costs to heat your home and drive to work. While it was a main 
theme for the majority party in Olympia, we successfully fought 
against this effort.
In addition, we again saw legislation to impose Washington’s first 
state tax on personal income. This capital-gains tax bill actually 
cleared one committee, but as we’ve seen before, the full House 
was not allowed to vote on it.
It’s hard to believe the energy tax and capital-gains income tax 
remained on the table even though revenue collections are com-
ing in higher than expected. The tax change we wanted this year 
would have established a single business-and-occupation (B&O) 
tax rate for Washington manufacturers. It would have reduced 
the tax on non-aerospace manufacturers, in phases, to match 
the lower tax on aerospace manufacturing. The same approach 
received strong bipartisan support and passed the Legislature in 
2017 but was vetoed by the governor. Unfortunately, the supple-
mental budget failed to support this tax fairness – another reason 
we didn’t vote for it.



Hirst solution provides 
rural water access 
In late 2016, the state Supreme Court overturned the long-stand-
ing approach used by counties to permit the drilling of a house-
hold well on land where a connection to a city or community water 
system is not available.
The so-called Hirst decision prevented many rural landowners 
from developing their property. It also affected real-estate trans-
actions, the homebuilding industry, local lending institutions, and 
local governments that collect revenues on construction activity.
The 2017 session ended last year without a solution because spe-
cial interests outside the Legislature wanted an unprecedented 
level of authority over access to water. Some in Olympia also 
didn’t seem to care that Hirst was causing unnecessary trouble 
and heartache in rural areas.
Early this year, a bipartisan compromise was reached with much 
input from Rep. Taylor. While no side got everything it wanted, it 
was a breakthrough for rural Washington. Landowners again have 
a path toward putting in a household well and making more use of 
their property.

Rural broadband 
We are working to find a creative solution to bring broadband 
infrastructure to the underserved rural areas of our state. High-
speed internet access is essential for many aspects of rural 
economic development.
A new law that passed this session will give all ports the authority 
to construct fiber networks. This means all ports can now 

build open access networks that are 
affordable for any number of telecoms 

or internet service providers to 
operate in underserved towns and 
neighborhoods. By giving multiple 
providers an affordable option, 
and having the ports absorb 
the initial cost of investment, 
more people – and potentially, 
more local job creators – will 

have access to the global 
digital economy.

Capital Budget 
As the assistant ranking member on the Senate Ways and Means 
Committee, Sen. Honeyford is a key leader in developing the state’s 
capital – or construction – budget. The capital budget passed by 
the Legislature in 2018 funds a number of projects in the 15th Leg-
islative District. Families in Granger will be happy to know that the 
city receives $30,000 to build a splash park. The Port of Sunnyside 
receives $1 million for infrastructure, while the budget provides $1 
million to Toppenish Hospital. And, the Union Gap Irrigation District 
receives $2.5 million to tap into a new water supply after problems 
arose that were created by the landslide at the gap.

Supporting our dams 
We agree with Republicans in our Congressional delegation who 
are working to protect the four federal dams on the lower Snake 
River from destruction. There is an effort, led mostly by radical 
environmentalists from the West side of the state, to falsely blame 
the dams for concerns about wild salmon survival.
As Sen. Honeyford wrote recently in the Yakima Herald:
“To some extremists, it doesn’t matter how healthy the fish population 
gets; it is a matter of almost religious devotion that dams are bad and 
should be eliminated. At what cost?  Higher electricity costs for fami-
lies trying to make ends meet?  Fewer jobs for our workers?  More rail 
and road traffic, when barge transportation is no longer an option?
“These extremists, though they have the governor’s ear, have their 
priorities out of whack, and refuse to see our clean hydropower as the 
environmental gift horse it truly is.”
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Water 
Protecting water rights and making good agricultural policy 
remain a key focus for Sen. Honeyford. Two of his bills related 
to agriculture passed unanimously in the House and Senate and 
were signed by the governor.
Senate Bill 6125 gives the Department of Ecology more time to enter 
into voluntary regional agreements for the appropriation of new water 
for out-of-stream use developed in the Columbia River Basin. Being 
able to make these agreements is a valuable tool in managing the 
waters of the Columbia. This will provide water for new users and 
manage water availability during emergencies and drought.
Senate Bill 6319 will help make sure that 
Washington’s produce is cleared and shipped 
to market in a timely manner, preventing 
loss and waste. The new law permits 
the Department of Agriculture to help 
implement the federal Produce Safety 
Rule, creating a state program 
focused more on education than 
punishment. It permits state 
inspectors, not federal bureaucrats, 
to conduct compliance-verification 
activities, enforce regulatory 
compliance, and it allows 
the department to accept 
federal funding to pay for 
these roles.
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Legislative Hotline: 1-800-562-6000
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Need a guest speaker?
If you belong to a club, civic group or community-service 
organization and would like a guest speaker at your next meeting 
or event, please contact our offices to arrange a convenient date. 
We’re happy to report on the issues we dealt with during the 2018 
session, or we can tailor our remarks to address particular areas of 
interest or concern.

Jim, Bruce and David

Congratulations to 
Representative Taylor 

AWB’s Legislator of the Year!
The Association of Washington Business has named Rep. Taylor 
as its 2018 Legislator of the Year for his work on the Hirst and 
McCleary issues. Taylor will be presented the award later this 
fall at AWB’s annual Evening of Excellence awards event at 
Benaroya Hall in Seattle.


